Place the following on the website 

ISO Rating

San Carlos Park Fire Protection and Rescue Service District holds a combination Property Protection Classification of 3/9.

Please take a minute to read the information below to learn more about Insurance Services Office Property Protection Classifications and how they affect you:  

The Insurance Services Office Inc (ISO), is an independent organization that serves insurance companies, fire departments, insurance regulators, and others by providing information about risk.

ISO’s Public Protection Classification (PPC) service gauges the ability of a local fire department to respond to a property that would be engulfed in flames. ISO collects information on a community’s public fire protection and analyzes the data using the Fire Suppression Rating Schedule (FSRS), and then assigns a Public Protection Classification (PPC) from 1 to 10. Class 1 represents the best public protection, and class 10 indicates no recognized protection.

Classifications are based upon the following:

1. Ten percent of the overall classification is based on how well the fire department receives fire alarms and dispatches its fire-fighting resources.  Field representatives also look at the dispatch circuits and how the center notifies firefighters about the location of the emergency.

2. Fifty percent of the overall classification is based on the number of engine companies and the amount of water a community needs to fight a fire. ISO also reviews the fire-company records to determine:

a. type and extent of training provided to fire-company personnel 

b. number of people who participate in training 

c. firefighter response to emergencies 

d. maintenance and testing of the fire department's equipment 

3. Forty percent of the grading is based on the community's water supply. This part of the survey focuses on whether the community has sufficient water supply for fire suppression beyond daily maximum consumption. ISO surveys all components of the water supply system, including pumps, storage, and filtration.

In many communities ISO develops split classifications (for example, 5/9).

· The first class (5 in the example) applies to properties within five road miles of a fire station and within 1000 feet of a fire hydrant. 

·  The second class (9 in the example) applies to properties within the five road miles of a fire station but beyond 1000 feet of a hydrant.

Insurance companies use ISO’s Public Protection Classifications in marketing, underwriting, and pricing homeowners and commercial property insurance. In general, the price of fire insurance in a community with a low PPC(1-4) is substantially lower than in a community with a high PPC (5-10), assuming all other factors are equal.

